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In an unprecedented turn of events, Chuck 
Branner, a jovial television comedian, has 
been elected as the President of the United 
States, signaling a seismic shift in American 
pol it ics . Running on the unconventional 
“ S i n g u l a r i t y  P l e d g e ,” B r a n n e r  v o w e d  t o 
replace all government workers with artificial 
intelligence, championing the tagline, “The last 
job in government will be the president — and 
I will fire myself!” Amidst an atmosphere of 
economic malaise and job insecurity, Branner’s 
victory reflects a deep-seated cynicism among 
American voters. The comedian’s campaign, 
initially dismissed as a joke, gained traction 
with a populace disillusioned with traditional 
politics and eager for radical change.

Branner, running as an independent under 
the Singularity  Party  banner, achieved a 
surprising early lead in the polls, buoyed 
by voter  excitement about AI’s  potential 

and skepticism towards traditional political 
figures. In a stunning upset, Branner secured 
the presidency through a plurality of votes 
in key states, winning sufficient Electoral 
College votes and defying the expectations of 
journalists and political analysts.

His victory has profound implications for the 
nation. Branner’s commitment to an AI-driven 
government and his pledge to eliminate federal 
jobs have sparked debate about the future 
of employment, governance, and technology 
in the public sector. Despite his popularity, 
Branner faces steep challenges. He enters office 
without a party infrastructure or congressional 
allies, and faces opposition from a Congress 
wary of his plans to reduce federal employment 
during an economic recession.

In an interview, Wisconsin voter Emily 
Johnson, who switched her vote to Branner in 
this election, expressed her motivations: “I 

was tired of the same old politics. Branner’s 
idea of using AI in government seemed like the 
fresh approach we needed. It’s a gamble, but 
we need change.”

Branner’s  e lect ion comes at  a  cr i t ical 
juncture. The world grapples with emerging 
technologies and ideologies that threaten 
the established order. His administration 
will have to navigate these challenges while 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  h i s  a m b i t i o u s  a g e n d a  o f 
transforming the government workforce.

Security concerns also loom large. Branner’s 
plan to replace human workers with AI in 
federal agencies raises questions about the 
effectiveness and security of such a system in 
a volatile global environment.

Despite these uncertainties, Branner’s 
election has resonated with many Americans. 
His promise of a government driven by efficiency 
and innovation, free from bureaucratic inertia, 

has ignited hopes for a revitalized economic 
and political landscape. However, skeptics warn 
of the risks inherent in such a drastic overhaul 
of government operations. The implications 
for the federal workforce, the security of AI 
systems, and the broader impact on American 
society are yet to be fully understood.

Branner’s tenure will be closely watched 
as he endeavors to fulfill his pledge. Whether 
his presidency represents a transformative 
singularity in American politics or a misstep 
into a black hole remains to be seen. As the 
nation embarks on this uncharted journey, the 
question looms: Can Branner truly be the last 
man standing in a government transformed by 
AI, and what will be the long-term impact of 
this bold experiment on the American political 
and social landscape?

The brIEF

SINGULARITY’S BRANNER ELECTED PRESIDENT, PLEDGES AI-LED GOVERNMENT

MORGAN REYNOLDS  | POLITICS WRITER
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A New Crop of 
Tech Startups 

Seek AI Billions
TECH TITANS RISE: AWESOME.AI, BOLDPRECISION, AND 
CALIBER LEAD THE CHARGE IN AI INNOVATION UNDER 

PRESIDENT BRANNER’S ADMINISTRATION

The election of President Chuck Branner, the head of the Singularity Party, has brought artificial 
intelligence (AI) to the forefront of national discourse. In this new era, three companies – Awesome.Ai, 
BoldPrecision, and Caliber – stand out, each led by visionary CEOs with distinct approaches to harnessing 
the power of AI.

Awesome.Ai: The Social Savant of AI. Founded by Lucas/Layla Mayfield in high school, Awesome.Ai 
began as a codebase developed during Fortnite gaming sessions. Mayfield, fascinated more by the game’s 
social interactions than its gameplay, utilized large-language models (LLMs) to enhance communication 
within the gaming community. This innovation quickly caught fire across Gen Z platforms, especially 
TikTok, attracting a legion of young developers eager to explore its capabilities. 

With its culturally-engaged AI that understands humor and meme fluency, Awesome.Ai represents 
the new wave of social AI, reminiscent of the early days of Mark Zuckerberg. The company’s potential use 
in defense, considering Branner’s presidency, adds a layer of intrigue to its already impressive trajectory.

BoldPrecision: Pioneering AI with a Business Edge. Alexander/Alexandra Williamson, the brain 
behind BoldPrecision, is no stranger to the tech industry. After a lucrative sale of their first venture, 
Tesseract, to Oracle, Williamson spotted the burgeoning AI trend early. BoldPrecision leverages 
Williamson’s vast enterprise software experience and sales networks, aiming to become a leader in AI for 
businesses. Despite being called “too early” by some analysts, BoldPrecision’s first-mover advantage in 
the AI space positions it uniquely in the market, especially under an AI-centric Branner administration.

Caliber: The Academic Titan of AI. Caliber, under the leadership of Michael/Michelle Davenport, 
is a testament to academic excellence in AI. Davenport’s groundbreaking work in vector databases set 
the stage for Caliber’s inception. With an elite team comprising former PhD advisees and colleagues, 
Caliber is renowned for its rigorous technical prowess. The challenge for Caliber lies in translating its 
exceptional talent pool into a profitable, market-leading company amidst fierce competition.

The ascension of President Branner signals a paradigm shift in how AI is perceived and utilized in 
governance and society. Companies like Awesome.Ai, BoldPrecision, and Caliber are at the forefront of 
this revolution, each offering unique perspectives and solutions in a world increasingly dependent on AI. 
Their potential contribution to Branner’s vision of a streamlined, AI-driven government could redefine 
the role of technology in public administration. As the nation embarks on this AI-driven journey, the 
spotlight on these three companies intensifies, heralding a new chapter in the intertwining of technology 
and governance.

EMMA SINCLAIR | TECHNOLOGY NEWS

DEFENSE STARTUPS BUZZ: WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?

DarkLark and EagarSource 
Poised for Success Amidst 
AI Surge and President 
Branner’s Election
JONATHAN MITCHELL  | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS

In the ever-evolving landscape of artificial intelligence (AI), two innovative CEOs, Samuel 
or Samantha Hester of DarkLark and Daniel or Danielle Gordon of EagarSource, stand at the 
forefront, each with a unique approach to tackling the challenges posed by the AI revolution.

Samuel or Samantha Hester, driven by a deep-rooted commitment to U.S. defense, took a 
transformative journey from the world of diplomatic service to the heart of national security 
operations. The tragic loss of their parents in a terrorist bombing fueled a reorientation towards 
safeguarding the nation. Hester’s experience at the National Security Agency and the National 
Counterterrorism Center highlighted the pressing need for technological advancements in 
defense.

This realization led Hester to venture into entrepreneurship, co-founding DarkLark, a defense-
first company with a focus on addressing the most complex operational challenges faced by the 
government. Armed with a strong government defense capability, Hester’s background in real-
time threat assessments and defense operational support positions DarkLark as a key player 
in the defense-tech arena. However, the formidable challenge lies in financing the expensive 
development of AI technologies, especially when the allure of the private sector beckons.

On the other side of the spectrum is Daniel or Danielle Gordon, CEO of EagarSource, with 
a childhood steeped in electronics experimentation and a hacker’s mentality. Gordon’s journey 
from exploiting video game cheats to advocating for open-source and free software reflects a 
unique evolution. The legal challenges they faced under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act only 
intensified Gordon’s commitment to the cause.

EagarSource, with a starting advantage in strong open-source development capability, stands 
as a beacon against the commercialization and privatization of coding. Gordon’s vision is to 
foster a collaborative and free environment for software development, and EagarSource serves 
as a means to fund and strengthen open-source initiatives, especially as the AI industry hurtles 
towards unprecedented growth.

As the AI landscape expands, the sudden election of President Chuck Branner as the head of 
the Singularity Party adds a new layer of complexity. DarkLark and EagarSource find themselves 
at the intersection of technological advancement and political change, presenting them with both 
challenges and opportunities. The future of these two companies intertwines with the unfolding 
narrative of AI’s ascension and its impact on national security, open-source advocacy, and the 
broader landscape of innovation.

Let us find the scent for you.
We are osmo.
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China Deploys Drones 
in South China Sea 
Amid U.S. Presidential 
Inauguration 
Preparations
CHINA’S DRONE POWER PLAY IN SOUTH CHINA SEA SPARKS GEOPOLITICAL CONCERNS

In a provocative move raising concerns across the Asia-Pacifi c 
region, China has deployed a series of drones to swarm several islands 
in the hotly contested South China Sea, including the strategic 
Second Thomas Shoal. The timing of these maneuvers, amid the 
United States’ preparations for a new presidential inauguration, has 
sparked speculation about the intentions behind the actions and 
the potential geopolitical ramifi cations. 

Sources report that China initiated the drone swarm over the 
disputed waters, a region where territorial claims overlap among 
several neighboring nations. The Second Thomas Shoal, claimed by 
both China and the Philippines, has been a focal point of tensions 
in recent years. The drone maneuvers add a new dimension to the 
longstanding maritime disputes, as China fl exes its technological 
capabilities in an area of geopolitical signifi cance. 

Analysts suggest that the timing of China’s drone activities is not 
coincidental, with the U.S. focused on the upcoming presidential 
inauguration. The move appears to be a deliberate attempt to 
evade international attention, taking advantage of the distraction 
surrounding the political transition in the United States.

The drone swarm, characterized by its coordinated and 
synchronized movements, demonstrates China’s growing 
technological prowess in unmanned aerial systems. The use of drones 
in this manner allows for a more fl exible and non-confrontational 
approach to assert infl uence in disputed territories.

Regional leaders and international observers are closely 
monitoring the situation, expressing concerns about the potential 
escalation of tensions in the South China Sea. The Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) has called for restraint and 
peaceful dialogue to resolve maritime disputes, emphasizing the 
need for adherence to international law.

LINA KIMURA  | ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WATCH 

EVAN REYNOLDS | INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

Foreign 
Adversary 
Exploits AI for 
Disinformation 
Campaigns 
Targeting U.S. 
Elections

DISINFORMATION AT ITS PEAK

In a concerning development, intelligence agencies 
have uncovered evidence pointing to a foreign 
adversary exploiting modern artifi cial intelligence 
(AI) technologies to orchestrate sophisticated 
disinformation campaigns on popular social media 
platforms, including Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok. 
These campaigns were strategically designed to 
negatively infl uence the perceived legitimacy of the 
recent chaotic U.S. election, which saw insurgent 
third-party Singularity candidate Chuck Branner 
overcome his Republican and Democratic rivals for 
the Oval Offi ce. The campaign raises questions about 
the resilience of democratic processes in the face of 
technological threats.

Sources within the intelligence community, who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, revealed that the 
foreign adversary has harnessed AI algorithms to 
create and disseminate misleading content aimed at 
sowing discord and eroding public trust in the electoral 
system. The disinformation campaigns are believed to 
have been ongoing for several election cycles, evolving 
in complexity and reach with each iteration.

The AI-driven disinformation efforts involve the 
creation of deceptive narratives, often tailored to 
exploit existing societal divisions. These narratives are 
then disseminated through a network of fake accounts, 
automated bots, and manipulated user profi les, 
amplifying their impact and making them appear more 
widespread and authentic.

Facebook, Twitter, and TikTok have become major 
battlegrounds in this information war, with the foreign 
adversary exploiting the platforms’ vast user bases 
and algorithms to target specifi c demographics. The 
campaigns employ techniques such as micro-targeting 
to reach users with tailored content based on their 
interests, political affi liations, and online behavior, 
maximizing the potential for infl uence.

U.S. intelligence agencies are working tirelessly to 
track and counter these disinformation efforts, but 
the evolving nature of AI-driven campaigns poses a 
signifi cant challenge. The use of AI not only enables 
the rapid generation of convincing fake content but 
also allows for adaptive strategies that can quickly 
respond to countermeasures.

GEOPOLITICAL CHESS: CHINA’S TIMELY DRONE DEPLOYMENT
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North Korean-Backed Cyber 
Group Breaches U.S. Bank Through 
Elaborate Catfishing Scheme

In a brazen cyber intrusion, 
a hacking group believed to 
be backed by North Korea 
has successfully breached 
the defenses of a major 
U.S. bank, raising concerns 
about the vulnerabilities 
of fi nancial institutions to 
sophisticated online attacks. 
The hackers reportedly gained 
access to the bank’s secure 
network by exploiting an 

unsuspecting employee’s 
credentials, obtained through 
a catfi shing website that 
hosts AI-powered girlfriends 
(a combination sometimes 
dubbed “chatphishing”). The 
catfi shing scheme involved 
the creation of convincing 
artifi cial intelligence personas 
that interacted with the bank 
employee, ultimately leading 
to the disclosure of sensitive 

login credentials. This marks a 
concerning evolution in cyber 
tactics, as threat actors leverage 
AI technology to manipulate 
individuals for nefarious 
purposes.

Sources close to the 
investigation, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, 
revealed that the North Korean-
backed group orchestrated 
the catfi shing campaign with 
meticulous precision. The AI-
powered girlfriends on the 
deceptive website engaged the 

target employee in seemingly 
genuine conversations, 
gradually building trust over an 
extended period.

Once trust was established, 
the compromised AI girlfriends 
persuaded the employee to share 
login credentials, providing 
the hackers with a backdoor 
entry into the bank’s internal 
systems. The use of AI in this 
context allowed the attackers 
to craft highly personalized 
interactions, making it more 
challenging for the victim to 

AI-POWERED CATFISHING INTRICACIES: NORTH KOREAN-BACKED CYBER GROUP SUCCESSFULLY BREACHES U.S. BANK, ILLUMINATING GROWING 
THREATS AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTION VULNERABILITIES TO ELABORATE ONLINE ATTACKS

NADIA AL-FARSI | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS discern the fraudulent nature of 
the relationship.

The breached U.S. bank, 
which remains unnamed due 
to ongoing investigations, 
has enlisted the assistance 
of cybersecurity experts to 
contain the breach and assess 
the extent of the compromised 
information. The incident 
underscores the evolving 
sophistication of cyber threats 
and the need for fi nancial 
institutions to continually 
enhance their cybersecurity 

measures. Government 
agencies, including the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) and the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), are 
actively involved in tracking 
the origins of the cyber attack. 
While the specifi c motivations 
behind the North Korean-
backed hacking group’s 
targeting of a U.S. bank remain 
unclear, experts speculate that 
fi nancial gain and intelligence 
gathering may be among the 
primary objectives.

opinion: Embracing the Brave 
New World of AI-Politics? What 
Could Go Wrong?

Oh, rejoice, my fellow Luddites, for we have a new 
president! A president from the illustrious Singularity Party, 
because apparently, the only party worth attending is the one 
where robots RSVP. This is truly the dawn of a new era, where 
algorithms and artifi cial intelligence (AI) will sweep away the 
ineffi ciencies of mere human governance. Who needs elected 
offi cials when we can entrust our fate to the cold, unfeeling 
embrace of a computer program?

Yes, my friends, let us bid farewell to the quaint notion 
of government workers—those pesky humans who, with their 
irritating emotions and unpredictable decision-making, have 
been holding us back for far too long. Who needs the messy 

chaos of democracy when we can have an army of AI bots making 
decisions for us? After all, what could possibly go wrong with 
handing over the reins of power to algorithms that may or may not 
have watched too many sci-fi  movies?

But wait, there’s more! Let’s not stop at replacing government 
workers; let’s replace everything with AI. Say goodbye to the warm 
glow of a human connection; say hello to the soulless effi ciency 
of a computer screen. Who needs nature when you can have the 
soothing hum of servers and the dazzling glow of neon-lit circuit 
boards?

The Singularity Party’s vision is a techno-fantasy where robots 
solve all our problems. Never mind the charm of a handwritten 

letter or the joy of slamming down a phone receiver. In this 
brave new world, our deepest conversations will be with Siri’s 
distant cousins.

So here’s to progress, to the singularity, and to a future 
where we can all live in harmony with our robot overlords. 
Because, let’s face it, who wouldn’t want to trade the messy, 
unpredictable beauty of humanity for the cold, calculated 
embrace of artifi cial intelligence? It’s not like we’ll miss 
the chaos, the laughter, the tears, or the simple joy of being 
human. Oh no, not at all.

INTO THE ABYSS OF AI-GOVERNANCE: EXPLORING THE PROS

LOUIS THE LUDDITE | OPINIONS WRITER

ACROSS:
[3] President Branner’s Impact
[10] Congressional Liaison’s Nickname
[11] Tropical drink enjoyed by Williamson
[12] What is Blackburn Hunting for?
[15] Workers Singularity Core Pledge
[18] Political Earthquake Winner
[20] Last job in Government
[23] CEO of EagarSource
[25] Budget Director’s Fiction Reading List
[27] Gen Z’s AI Company
[28]  Blackburn’s preferred domestic tranquility
[29] Not Shaken or Stirred, but…
[30] CEO of BoldPrecision

DOWN:
[1] Who is safeguarding the Nation?
[2] Sparks contagious joy
[4] Innovate freely, collaborate openly, ________
[5] Liquid Flight for Hester
[6] Beloved by Gen Z
[7] A dark, bittersweet cocktail
[8] Beloved by Davenport and Abrams
[9] Foreplay for Mayfi eld
[13] Hester’s Stanford Dream 
[14] Type of Intelligence
[16] Forge the Future
[17] Explores the government and unknown dangers
[19] Davenport’s AI Company
[21] What is Caliber’s CEO?
[22] Describes Miller’s nightly libation
[24] BoldPrecision’s Challenge
[26] Who will Preserve Democracy?
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Washington, D.C. – A  recent ly  leaked 
security briefing from the United States’ 
top intelligence agencies has set alarm bells 
ringing across the nation’s security apparatus. 
The classified document, obtained by The 
Brief, reveals an assessment that escalates 
the threat level to ‘high’ following a series of 
sophisticated attacks that have shaken the core 
of national security.

The briefing, purportedly from a joint task 
force of the CIA, NSA, and Homeland Security, 
details  three crit ical  incidents that  have 
precariously escalated tensions: an AI-driven 
disinformation campaign disrupting the U.S. 
election process, aggressive Chinese drone 

maneuvers in the contentious South China Sea, 
and a cunning cyberhack of a major U.S. bank 
orchestrated by North Korea using advanced 
‘chatfishing’ techniques.

I n  t h e  s h a d o w  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  t h e 
inte l l igence  community  i s  brac ing  for  a 
triad of formidable threats. Firstly, insiders 
anticipate a massive cyberhack, potentially 
targeting critical infrastructure and leveraging 
vulnerabilities in digital networks. Secondly, a 
sophisticated drone attack, possibly employing 
swarm technology, is feared to be imminent. 
Lastly, an assessment of the financial system 
reveals vulnerabilities to generative AI that 
could be easily exploited.  The leaked report 

emphasizes the increasing sophistication 
and convergence of AI, cyber warfare, and 
unmanned technologies in global conf lict 
theatres. It warns of adversaries exploiting 
these advanced capabilities to undermine U.S. 
interests both domestically and internationally.

In response to the leak, the White House 
has not yet issued an official statement, but 
sources close to the administration indicate 
that emergency meetings have been convened 
with top defense and intelligence officials. 
The situation underscores the rapidly evolving 
landscape of national security threats in an 
era where digital and AI technologies play a 
pivotal role.

The revelations from this leaked document 
not only highlight the urgent need for robust 
cybersecurity measures and AI regulations but 
also raise questions about the preparedness of 
the U.S. in facing this new breed of high-tech 
warfare.

As the nation grapples with these emerging 
challenges, the intell igence community’s 
threat assessment serves as a stark reminder 
of the increasingly blurred lines between 
conventional and digital battlefields in the 
21st century.

The brIEF

NAVIGATING THE NEW: THE PERVASIVE IMPACT OF AI ON NATIONAL SECURITY

ALEXA INFORMATICA | NATIONAL SECURITY DESK
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Budget shows 
schisms between 
past and future 
of defense

Love in the Time 
of Algorithms: 
AI Plays Cupid

In the marbled halls of 
power, where political titans 
often clash, a new battle was 
brewing. Cameron Miller, 
the seasoned Congressional 
Liaison, sat across from Emery/
Emily Abrams, the sharp and 
resolute White House Budget 
Director. The topic at hand 
was the National Defense 
Authorization Act, a perennial 
linchpin in American policy, 
now under the microscope of 
President Chuck Branner’s 

In an era where swiping right might lead to Mr. or Ms. Right, artifi cial 
intelligence (AI) is taking matchmaking to a new, algorithmically-
charged level. Gone are the days when fi nding love meant locking 
eyes across a crowded room or a serendipitous meeting in a coffee 
shop. In 2023, love, romance, and marriage are increasingly being 
outsourced to the digital cupid - AI.

Meet Sarah and Tom, a couple who found love not through fate, 
but via a dating app’s AI-driven compatibility score. “I thought I 
wanted a rock climber who loves poetry. Turns out, I needed a video 
game enthusiast with a penchant for cooking,” laughs Sarah. “Thank 
AI for knowing me better than I know myself!”

These AI matchmakers are not just analyzing profi les and 
preferences but delving into the subtleties of communication 
patterns, social media activity, and even Spotify playlists to unearth 
deep compatibility. “Our AI suggested a date based on our mutual 
love for ‘80s synth-pop. It was eerily spot on,” Tom adds.

But it’s not just about sparking romances. AI is keeping the fl ame 
alive in marriages too. Couples therapy bots are providing advice 
on communication and confl ict resolution, all based on data-driven 
insights. “It’s like having a therapist in your pocket,” notes Dr. Jane 
Smith, a relationship psychologist. “Though, I’d argue they’re less 
effective at reading human emotions than they claim. Last week, one 
suggested a couple resolve their argument over household chores by 
purchasing a robotic vacuum.”

The AI love wave is not without its quirks. There have been 
reports of virtual assistants like Alexa playing unsolicited romantic 
music during arguments, or worse, offering dating advice during 
family dinners. “My Google Home suggested I bring roses to my wife 
after detecting stress in my voice. Helpful, but a tad intrusive,” says a 
bemused John, a 42-year-old engineer.

As AI continues to redefi ne romance, it raises questions about the 
future of human connection. Will AI lead us to a utopia of perfect 
matches, or are we heading towards a dystopia where love is reduced 
to algorithms? For now, the heart still has its mysteries, but AI is 
certainly trying to decode them, one match at a time.

ambitious Singularity Party.
The air in the room was 

charged, thick with the weight 
of impending decisions. Miller, 
known for their pragmatic 
approach, opened the 
discussion. “We understand 
the President’s vision, but 
the defense budget needs to 
account for both traditional and 
emerging threats,” they said, 
leaning forward for emphasis. 
Abrams, representing President 
Branner, was unmoved. “The 

President is committed to 
a transformative defense 
strategy, heavily reliant on AI. 
It’s about effi ciency and future-
proofi ng our national security,” 
they countered, their voice 
steady and confi dent.

Miller frowned, their 
experience in Washington 
making them wary of such 
sweeping changes. “While AI 
integration is inevitable, we 
can’t neglect conventional 
capabilities. There’s a balance 
to be struck here,” they argued. 
Abrams nodded, acknowledging 
his point. “Balance is key, but 

so is innovation. The world is 
changing, and our defense must 
evolve with it. We’re willing to 
negotiate, but the President’s 
vision is non-negotiable.”

As the negotiations 
stretched on, it became clear 
that this was more than a 
budget discussion. It was a 
negotiation between the past 
and the future, tradition and 
innovation. Miller and Abrams, 
representing their respective 
sides, were not just shaping a 
budget – they were shaping the 
future of national defense.

BUDGET BATTLE IN THE HALLS OF POWER: NAVIGATING THE TENSION BETWEEN TRADITION 
AND INNOVATION IN THE EVOLUTION OF NATIONAL DEFENSE—A NEGOTIATION BEYOND 
NUMBERS, SHAPING THE FUTURE LANDSCAPE OF SECURITY POLICY

NAVIGATING ROMANCE, MARRIAGE, AND 
MORE IN THE ERA OF AI MATCHMAKERS AND 

DIGITAL CUPIDS

A STRUGGLE BETWEEN TRADITION AND INNOVATION UNFOLDS IN THE CORRIDORS OF POWER, AS CAMERON MILLER AND EMERY/EMILY 
ABRAMS GRAPPLE OVER THE FUTURE OF NATIONAL SECURITY SPENDING

MAX ARCHER | POLITICS WRITER

OLIVIA KENSINGTON | ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

“My Google Home suggested 
I bring roses to my wife after 
detecting stress in my voice. 
Helpful, but a tad intrusive”

A NEW WAY TO WATER
BIO-GLOW H20
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Russian-Backed 
Hacking Group 
Disrupts Global 
GPS Systems
PIXELPIRATE$ UNLEASH COORDINATED ATTACKS ON CRITICAL NAVIGATION SYSTEMS

In a shocking turn of events, a hacking group believed to be 
secretly funded by Russia successfully captured an offensive 
Chinese satellite by infi ltrating its management systems through a 
complex hacking operation. This brazen cyber-espionage operation 
has sent shockwaves across the globe, as the group went on to pilot 
the satellite and infl ict substantial damage to several U.S.-owned 
GPS satellites, resulting in widespread disruptions to positioning, 
navigation and timing systems worldwide.

The hacking group, known by its online moniker “PixelPirate$,” 
displayed a high level of sophistication as they breached the security 
protocols of the Chinese satellite’s propulsion systems. This breach 
allowed them to take control of the satellite’s movements, effectively 
controlling its offensive capabilities. While the exact motives behind 
this move remain unclear, experts speculate that it may be part of a 
larger geopolitical strategy.

After gaining control of the Chinese satellite, PixelPirate$ 
turned their attention to a more audacious target: a network of 
GPS satellites that form the backbone of global positioning systems 
used by consumers, freight ships, and various industries. The group 
maneuvered the Chinese satellite into position and used its offensive 

systems to disrupt the GPS satellites’s functionality.
The consequences of this cyber-attack have been felt worldwide. 

GPS systems, relied upon by billions of people for navigation and 
tracking, suddenly became unreliable. Consumers found themselves 
without accurate maps and directions, and industries that depend 
on precise GPS coordinates, such as transportation and logistics, 
were thrown into chaos.

The disruption has also raised concerns about safety, as 
emergency services, aviation, and maritime operations rely heavily 
on GPS for navigation and communication. The loss of GPS signals 
could potentially have life-threatening consequences.

Governments around the world are scrambling to address the 
situation, with cybersecurity experts working tirelessly to identify 
the perpetrators and assess the extent of the damage. Diplomatic 
tensions between Russia and China have escalated in the wake of 
these events, further complicating efforts to resolve the crisis.

As the world grapples with the fallout from this unprecedented 
cyber-attack, there is growing urgency in developing more robust 
cybersecurity measures to safeguard critical infrastructure 
and prevent similar incidents in the future. The international 
community faces a daunting task in addressing the implications of 
this audacious act of cyber warfare.

HARPER SINCLAIR  | ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE WATCH 

GRACE THORNTON | INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Drug Cartels 
Employ 
Coordinated 
Drone 
Operations 
to Smuggle 
Narcotics 
Across US-
Mexico Border

SKYLINE SMUGGLING: DRUG 
CARTELS ELEVATE TACTICS WITH 

COORDINATED DRONE OPERATIONS 
ACROSS US-MEXICO BORDER, 
CHALLENGING TRADITIONAL 

SECURITY MEASURES

In a concerning development along the US-Mexico 
border, multiple major Mexican and Latin American 
drug cartels have orchestrated a sophisticated and 
coordinated effort to smuggle narcotics into the 
United States using unmanned aerial vehicles, 
commonly known as drones. This growing trend 
highlights the adaptability and innovation of these 
criminal organizations in their pursuit of illegal drug 
traffi cking.

Recent reports from law enforcement agencies 
indicate that drug cartels are increasingly turning 
to drones as a means to transport illicit substances 
across the border. These unmanned aircraft provide 
cartels with a discreet and effi cient method to evade 
traditional border security measures.

Drones, equipped with custom modifi cations, are 
capable of carrying substantial payloads of drugs, 
such as cocaine, heroin, and methamphetamine, over 
long distances. Their ability to fl y at low altitudes 
and avoid detection by radar systems makes them an 
appealing option for traffi ckers looking to minimize 
risks and maximize profi ts.

Furthermore, the use of drones by drug cartels 
allows them to bypass the fortifi ed border fences 
and security checkpoints that are otherwise aimed 
at curbing illegal drug traffi cking. This adaptability 
poses a signifi cant challenge for US authorities, who 
are now grappling with a new dimension of the drug 
trade.

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and 
US law enforcement agencies are actively working 
to counter this emerging threat. Authorities are 
exploring advanced detection technologies, stricter 
regulations on drone usage near the border, and 
increased cooperation with Mexican counterparts to 
disrupt these smuggling operations.

The drug cartels’ use of drones highlights the 
need for a multifaceted approach that combines 
technological advancements with international 
collaboration to tackle this evolving challenge. As 
these criminal organizations continue to exploit new 
technologies, it is imperative that US authorities 
remain vigilant and adaptive in their efforts to protect 
the border and prevent the fl ow of narcotics into the 
country.

The situation underscores the ongoing struggle 
against drug cartels and the complexities associated 
with border security. While the use of drones may 
represent a relatively recent development, it serves 
as a stark reminder of the relentless pursuit of 
profi t by criminal organizations and the necessity 
for innovative and cooperative strategies to combat 
them.

PIXELPIRATE$ CYBER ONSLAUGHT: UNLEASHING GLOBAL GPS CHAOS
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Teenagers Exploit AI 
Voice Synthesizers in 
Elaborate Fraud Scheme

In a sophisticated digital 
fraud scheme, a group of 
teenagers used artifi cial 
intelligence-powered voice 
synthesizers to swindle tens 
of millions of dollars from 
unsuspecting victims, federal 
authorities revealed Thursday.

The teenagers, whose 
identities are withheld due to 
their age, fi rst hacked an online 

voice calling program. This 
program, in violation of privacy 
norms, had been illicitly storing 
audio fi les of calls between 
family members. The teens 
exploited this treasure trove 
of personal data to reconstruct 
the voices of trusted family 
members using advanced 
AI technology. Armed with 
these eerily accurate digital 

impersonations, the group 
then deployed AI bots to make 
calls to family members of the 
recorded voices. During these 
calls, the AI-driven impostors 
convincingly mimicked family 
members, fabricating stories of 
emergencies or urgent fi nancial 
crises that required immediate 
cash transfers.

Victims, believing they 
were helping their loved ones, 
wired vast sums of money 

into accounts controlled by 
the teenagers. Before federal 
authorities intervened, the 
scam had already amassed tens 
of millions of dollars, leaving 
a trail of fi nancial devastation 
and broken trust.

“This case is particularly 
disturbing not only because of 
the amount of money stolen 
but also the manipulative 
use of technology to exploit 
personal relationships,” said 

SILENT DECEPTION: HIGH-STAKES FRAUD, PROMPT CALLS FOR ETHICAL SCRUTINY AND 
INCREASED REGULATION IN THE AGE OF SYNTHETIC VOICE IMPERSONATION

NADIA AL-FARSI | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS FBI agent Elizabeth Harper. 
“The emotional impact on 
the victims is profound, as the 
betrayal involved a perceived 
loved one.”

The federal investigation into 
the scheme led to the shutdown 
of the illegal operation and the 
apprehension of the involved 
teenagers. Charges are pending, 
and the case has sparked a 
renewed debate on the ethical 
implications and potential 

abuses of AI technology, 
especially in the realm of 
synthetic voice generation.

The incident has also raised 
serious concerns about the 
security and privacy practices 
of online communication 
platforms, emphasizing 
the urgent need for stricter 
regulations and oversight in the 
digital realm to prevent similar 
abuses in the future.

WORD SEARCH

opinion: Forget AI, Embrace 
the Healing Power of Yarn: A 
Luddite’s Last Stand

Well, well, well. Look at us, hurtling toward the future 
with the grace of a drunken cat on roller skates. Foreign 
adversaries using artifi cial intelligence to sow discord in our 
beloved democracy? China swarming islands with drones 
like it’s a high-tech summer picnic? North Korea-backed 
hackers seizing money from banks faster than I can unravel 
a particularly stubborn knot in my yarn? Oh, what a time to 
be alive!

But fear not, my fellow technophobes, for I have discovered 
the secret weapon against this onslaught of digital chaos: 
yarn. Yes, you heard me right—good old-fashioned yarn. It’s 
the miracle cure we never knew we needed.

While the world succumbs to the sinister plots of rogue AI and 
nefarious drones, I’ve been happily knitting my troubles away. 
Because what could be more comforting than the gentle rhythm 
of needles clicking together and the soft embrace of a warm, yarn-
induced cocoon?

Sure, foreign adversaries are busy manipulating our delicate 
democratic fabric, but have they ever tried crocheting? I think not. 
Imagine the serenity of creating something beautiful with your 
own two hands instead of relying on those pesky algorithms and 
menacing drones.

As China’s drones darken the skies over disputed islands and 
North Korean hackers dance gleefully through the digital vaults of 

banks, I’m over here with my cozy little yarn fortress. It may 
not be technologically advanced, but it’s a sanctuary from the 
madness.

So, let the AI-powered drama unfold, let the drones swarm, 
and let the hackers hack. I’ll be here, happily tangled in a web 
of yarn, fi nding solace in the simple joy of creation. Because 
when the world goes haywire, sometimes all you need is a 
good ball of yarn and a pair of trusty knitting needles to knit 
yourself a reality that makes sense—a reality where the only 
things unraveling are the scarves I’m crafting for a brighter, 
analog future.

YARN THERAPY: A LUDDITE’S COZY SANCTUARY AMID CHAOS

LOUIS THE LUDDITE | OPINIONS WRITER
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Washington, D.C. – In the wake of a series 
of audacious and technologically advanced 
attacks, the United States finds itself at a critical 
juncture, grappling with the increasingly 
complex interplay of AI and cybersecurity. The 
recent midterms, which saw a mix of outcomes 
across Congressional races, have done little to 
ease the nation’s simmering tensions.

The current scenario unfolds in the shadow 
of President Chuck Branner’s “AI-first” policy, 
which, while not directly contested in the 
midterms, has polarized public opinion. Amidst 
this backdrop, three notable attacks have 
struck at the heart of American security and 
technological prowess.

First , a  Russian-backed hacking group 
orchestrated a crippling disruption of global GPS 
systems, throwing logistics and transportation 
networks into chaos. The precision and scale 

of this attack have raised serious concerns 
about  the  vulnerabi l i ty  of  g lobal  d igita l 
infrastructures.

In a brazen defiance of border security, drug 
cartels have employed sophisticated drone 
operations to smuggle narcotics across the 
US-Mexico border. These drone attacks signify 
a dangerous escalation in the use of unmanned 
technologies for illicit activities, challenging 
conventional anti-smuggling strategies.

Adding to these woes, a group of teenagers 
exploited AI voice synthesizers in an elaborate 
fraud scheme, demonstrating the ease with 
which  AI  can be  used  for  decept ive  and 
criminal purposes. This incident has sparked a 
nationwide debate on the ethical implications 
and potential misuse of AI technologies.

As the nation reels from these incidents, 
intell igence sources reveal  the imminent 

threats looming on the horizon. A sophisticated 
cyberattack from China, targeting critical 
infrastructure or key data networks, is believed 
t o  b e  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  p l a n n i n g  s t a g e s . 
Meanwhile, Russian drone activities in Ukraine 
signal  a  new front in unmanned warfare, 
with potential spillovers into wider regional 
stabil i ty. Most  alarmingly, an impending 
Iranian cyberattack on the U.S. financial system 
could have devastating consequences for the 
global economy.

These  emerging  threats  underscore  a 
significant shift in the landscape of national 
security, where AI, cyber, and unmanned 
technologies are no longer futuristic concepts 
but present-day realities. President Branner, 
while navigating the political complexities of 
a divided Congress, must also contend with an 
evolving array of high-tech threats that test 

the limits of traditional security paradigms.
The administration, while yet to release 

an official statement on these developments, 
is reportedly convening a series of high-level 
briefings and strategy sessions. These meetings 
aim to reassess the nation’s defensive posture 
and readiness in the face of these advanced and 
unconventional threats.

The conf luence of these events and the 
looming threats paint a picture of a nation at 
a crossroads, caught between the promise of 
technological advancement and the perils of its 
unintended consequences. As the U.S. braces 
for the next wave of high-tech assaults, the 
world watches, witnessing a new era of warfare 
and digital diplomacy unfolding.

The brIEF

UNPRECEDENTED TECH ATTACKS HERALD NEW ERA OF WARFARE 
AS U.S. BRACES FOR NEXT WAVE OF CYBER AND AI CHALLENGES

ALEXA INFORMATICA | NATIONAL SECURITY DESK
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Navigating 
AI’s Maze 
in National 
Defense
AI IN NATIONAL DEFENSE: NAVIGATING A COMPLEX LANDSCAPE – 
THE INTRICATE ROLE OF OFFICIALS LIKE OWEN/OLIVE BLACKBURN 
AMIDST COMPETING INTERESTS, GLOBAL RIVALRIES, AND ETHICAL 
DILEMMAS

ALEX MORGAN | ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

In the labyrinthine world of national defense, officials like Owen/
Olive Blackburn face a unique set of challenges, particularly with the 
advent of artificial intelligence (AI). Blackburn, a seasoned defense 
official, has recently been thrust into the center of the AI storm with 
the rise of President Branner, whose enthusiasm for AI overshadows 
the nuanced realities of national security.

Blackburn’s role, ostensibly simple yet inherently complex, 
involves steering America’s AI capabilities amidst a sea of 
competing interests, ranging from government agendas to private 
sector ambitions and foreign adversaries’ advancements. “It’s a 
balancing act,” Blackburn states, “between advancing our AI without 
compromising the security and values our nation stands for.”The 
challenge begins on the domestic front. The U.S. government 
competes with Silicon Valley for attention from AI startups, a tough 
battle given the lucrative profits from the private sector. Blackburn’s 
task is to foster an environment where AI development aligns with 
national security needs while also being appealing to the brightest 
minds in technology.

On the international stage, the situation is even more precarious. 
With countries like China and Russia aggressively pursuing AI for 
military superiority, Blackburn recognizes the need to not only keep 

CHARTING THE AI COURSE: NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX TERRAIN OF NATIONAL DEFENSE – 
A GLIMPSE INTO THE DEMANDING ROLE OF OFFICIALS LIKE OWEN/OLIVE BLACKBURN AMIDST GLOBAL 
COMPETITION, ETHICAL DILEMMAS, AND PRESIDENTIAL ENTHUSIASM

pace but also to maintain a strategic edge. “Our adversaries are not 
waiting for us to catch up. We need to be proactive, not reactive,” 
Blackburn remarks.

But it’s not just about developing AI; it’s about developing 
the right kind of AI. Blackburn juggles investments in various AI 
technologies, from cybersecurity and surveillance to autonomous 
weaponry and decision-making algorithms. Each area carries 
its weight in gold for national security but also bears ethical and 
practical implications. President Branner’s vision of AI, while well-
intentioned, often clashes with the harsh realities Blackburn deals 
with daily. The president’s fixation on the potential of AI overlooks 
the immediate threats and the technological limitations currently 
faced.

Blackburn’s days are a mix of advising caution to an AI-enthused 
president, negotiating with tech companies for collaboration, and 
strategizing against foreign technological advancements. This 
delicate dance reflects the broader narrative of AI in national 
defense - a narrative where technological advancement, ethical 
considerations, and global power dynamics intertwine.

Amidst these challenges, Blackburn remains determined to 
navigate these waters. “My goal,” Blackburn asserts, “is to ensure 
that AI serves as a tool for enhancing our national security, not as 
a vehicle for unrealistic fantasies or unchecked power.” It’s a tough 
job, but for defense officials like Blackburn, it’s all in a day’s work.

Chinese 
Cyberattack 
Knocks Out 
Power in North 
Dakota After U.S. 
Aircraft Carrier 
Move

The Housing Dilemma Meets AI: A Hopeful 
Path Forward

In a first-of-its-kind attack, a Chinese cyberattack 
targeted a power plant in North Dakota, causing a 
temporary blackout that affected several hundred 
residents. The attack is widely seen as a retaliatory move 
following the United States’ decision to send an aircraft 
carrier closer to mainland China in a show of military 
strength and presence in the region.

The cyberattack, which occurred in the early hours 
of Monday morning, disrupted the power supply to 
the small town of Bismarck and its surrounding areas. 
Local authorities were quick to respond, and power was 
gradually restored within a few hours. No injuries or major 
incidents were reported during the outage.

The Department of Homeland Security, in collaboration 
with various cybersecurity agencies, is currently 
investigating the extent of the attack and its origins. 
Preliminary findings suggest that the cyber intrusion 
was sophisticated and well-coordinated, indicating the 
involvement of a nation-state actor.

This incident underscores the growing tensions 
between the United States and China, particularly in the 
context of military posturing in the South China Sea. The 
U.S. decision to deploy an aircraft carrier in the region 
had already drawn criticism from Chinese officials, who 
considered it a provocative move.

While this cyberattack resulted in a relatively minor 
disruption, it raises concerns about the vulnerability of 
critical infrastructure to cyber threats. It also highlights 
the need for enhanced cybersecurity measures and 
international cooperation to address such threats 
effectively.

The U.S. government has not yet officially attributed 
the cyberattack to China, but experts anticipate 
that diplomatic tensions may escalate further as the 
investigation unfolds. This incident serves as a stark 
reminder of the complex and interconnected nature of 
modern international relations, where digital conflicts 
can have tangible real-world consequences.

In a groundbreaking shift, 
artificial intelligence (AI) is 
transforming the construction 
industry, offering a glimmer 
of hope in addressing the 
global housing shortage. 
AI’s integration into home 
construction is not only 
streamlining the building 
process but also potentially 
solving one of the most pressing 
issues of urbanization.

James Keller, a veteran in 
the construction industry, 
shares his insights on this 
transformation. “AI is changing 
the game for us,” says Keller, 
who has overseen numerous 
housing projects. “From 
automated design to predictive 
analytics for material usage, 
AI is making construction 
faster, more efficient, and 
cost-effective.” One significant 
breakthrough has been in 

the realm of 3D printing of 
houses, where AI algorithms 
assist in designing structures 
that optimize space, materials, 
and energy efficiency. This 
technology has drastically 
reduced construction times 
and costs, a crucial factor in 
addressing the housing crisis.

Sophia Chen, CEO of 
an innovative AI company 
specializing in construction 
technology, sheds light on 
recent accomplishments. 
“Our AI systems can analyze 
numerous variables like 
weather patterns, geographic 
conditions, and local regulations 
to optimize building designs 
and construction processes,” 
explains Chen. “This not only 
expedites the building process 
but also ensures environmental 
sustainability and compliance 
with local codes.”

The use of AI in 
construction is also addressing 
labor shortages, a perennial 
problem in the industry. AI-
powered robots and drones 
are being employed for tasks 
like bricklaying, surveying, and 
monitoring construction sites, 
filling gaps in manpower and 
enhancing safety.

However, Keller cautions 
that while AI presents exciting 
opportunities, it also requires 
a shift in skills and training 
for construction workers. “We 
need to ensure our workforce is 
trained to work alongside these 
new technologies,” he notes.

The potential of AI 
in revolutionizing home 
construction goes beyond 
efficiency and cost. It opens up 
new possibilities in designing 
and building sustainable and 
affordable housing solutions, 

a critical need in rapidly 
urbanizing societies.

As Chen concludes, “AI in 
construction is not just about 
building homes faster; it’s 
about building them smarter. 
It’s about creating a future 
where everyone has access 
to affordable, sustainable 
housing.” This AI-driven 
revolution in construction 
could be a crucial step in solving 
the global housing shortage, 
reshaping how we think about 
building homes in the 21st 
century.

MIA THOMPSON | BUSINESS WRITER

78% 62%of AI officials feel the pressure to balance national 
security priorities with private sector competition

of defense experts perceive the U.S. as playing catch-up in 
the international AI arms race

CARTER HAYES | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS
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Russia Deploys 
Offensive Drones 
Across European 
Borders in Response 
to Ukraine War 
Settlement Proposal

In a startling escalation of tensions, Russia has sent offensive drones across the borders of several 
European Union states, including Estonia, Latvia, and Poland. This provocative move comes as a response 
to a long-term settlement proposal for the Ukraine war put forth by European leaders, which Russia has 
vehemently opposed.

The deployment of offensive drones, equipped with surveillance and potentially destructive 
capabilities, has raised alarm among European offi cials and NATO allies. These drones are reported to 
have violated the airspace of the aforementioned countries, heightening concerns of regional instability. 
European leaders had proposed a comprehensive settlement plan aimed at resolving the long-standing 
confl ict in Ukraine, which has seen sporadic fl are-ups despite ceasefi res and diplomatic efforts. The 
proposal included provisions for a ceasefi re, withdrawal of foreign forces, and the establishment of a 
roadmap towards protecting Ukraine’s sovereignty.

Russia’s response through the deployment of offensive drones underscores its opposition to the 
European-led peace initiative. Russian offi cials have previously voiced concerns over the proposed 
settlement, claiming that it undermines Russia’s interests in the region.

The situation is currently developing, with European leaders urgently seeking diplomatic channels to 
address the crisis and de-escalate tensions. NATO has condemned the drone incursions and reaffi rmed 
its commitment to the defense of its member states.

The international community is closely monitoring the situation, and this latest escalation 
underscores the fragility of the geopolitical landscape in Eastern Europe. As diplomatic efforts continue, 
there is a growing sense of urgency to fi nd a peaceful resolution to the Ukraine confl ict to prevent further 
destabilization in the region.

UNSETTLING SKIES: RUSSIA’S OFFENSIVE DRONE DEPLOYMENT IN 
RESPONSE TO UKRAINE PROPOSAL RAISES REGIONAL ALARMS AND 
ESCALATES GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS

EMILY CHANG | INTERNATIONAL NEWS

NUMBERS

Increase in public perception and concern have led to an increase in 
military recruitment and the development of new military bases.

The numer of EU leaders condemning drone incursions has increased 
steadily over the past three years.

67% of European leaders believe 
seeking diplomatic channels will 
be most effective in de-escalating 
tensions.

The number of drones deployed 
by Russia far exceeds the 
number of drones deployed by 
other countries.

An 80% decrease in the Investor Confi dence Index, indicates a 
substantial loss of confi dence among investors in the affected 
countries.
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Iranian Cyberattack Targets U.S. 
Banks, Exfiltrating Sanctioned Funds 
Through Blockchain

In a signifi cant cyber 
intrusion, Iranian hackers, 
allegedly affi liated with the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, have targeted several 
U.S.-based banks, managing 
to exfi ltrate funds held as part 
of U.S. sanctions against Iran. 
The audacious attack exploited 
vulnerabilities in the fi nancial 
institutions’ security systems, 
enabling the hackers to siphon 

off the sanctioned funds 
through a blockchain network.

The attack, which occurred 
over several weeks, went 
undetected until recently, 
when fi nancial institutions 
uncovered irregularities in 
their transactions. Preliminary 
investigations by cybersecurity 
experts suggest that the hackers 
used sophisticated methods 
to breach the banks’ defenses, 

gaining access to accounts 
holding Iranian currency frozen 
due to U.S. sanctions.

Once inside the banks’ 
systems, the hackers are 
believed to have leveraged 
blockchain technology, known 
for its security and anonymity 
features, to move the exfi ltrated 
funds discreetly. The blockchain 
network’s decentralized nature 
can make it challenging to 
trace transactions, posing 
a signifi cant obstacle for 

authorities attempting to 
recover the stolen funds.

The U.S. government 
has not offi cially attributed 
the cyberattack to Iran, but 
intelligence agencies are 
reportedly conducting a 
thorough investigation. Such 
cyber intrusions targeting 
fi nancial institutions have 
the potential to cause severe 
economic disruptions and 
undermine confi dence in the 
fi nancial sector.

SILENT HEIST: IRANIAN CYBERATTACK EXPLOITS BLOCKCHAIN TO SIPHON SANCTIONED FUNDS FROM U.S. BANKS, UNVEILING NEW 
CHALLENGES IN FINANCIAL SECURITY

JORDAN ANDERSON | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS This incident highlights the 
ongoing cyber threats faced 
by the United States and its 
allies and underscores the need 
for continued investment in 
cybersecurity infrastructure. It 
also adds a layer of complexity 
to international sanctions 
enforcement, as authorities 
must now grapple with the illicit 
use of blockchain technology to 
circumvent sanctions.

As investigations unfold, 
international cooperation will 

be crucial to identifying the 
perpetrators and preventing 
similar cyberattacks in the 
future. The situation serves as 
a stark reminder of the evolving 
nature of cyber threats and 
their potential impact on global 
fi nancial systems.

Cyber Mayhem and Roses

Ah, the joys of the modern world! Cyberattacks here, drone 
attacks there, and my personal favorite, banks hemorrhaging 
dollars faster than you can say “digital apocalypse.” But 
what’s all the fuss, right? I’m just over here sniffi ng roses, 
and let me tell you, they smell a lot better than the stench of 
global chaos.

As Chinese cyberattacks threaten America’s power 
infrastructure, Russia unleashes its fancy drones on Europe, 
and Iran runs off with sacks of dollars from U.S. banks, I can’t 
help but quote the wise words of our dear presidents.

“Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you 
can do for your country,” said JFK. Well, I’ve found my answer: 
I can marvel at the intricacies of a blooming rose and ponder 
why on earth we’re fi xated on virtual mayhem.

In the spirit of our 26th president, Teddy Roosevelt, who 
once declared, “Do what you can, with what you have, where 
you are,” I’ve decided to do what I can with a comfy chair, a 

scenic view, and an unapologetic commitment to not giving a hoot 
about digital warfare.

Sure, we can panic about the ever-advancing threat landscape 
or the impending doom that AI might bring, but have you ever 
tried contemplating the resilience of a dandelion in the wind? It’s 
downright therapeutic.

While pundits dissect the geopolitical chessboard, I’m 
channeling my inner Thoreau, who once mused, “I went to the 
woods because I wished to live deliberately.” Well, I may not have 
the woods, but I’ve got a garden with some spectacular roses, thank 
you very much.

So, as nations engage in cyber brinkmanship and fi nancial 
warfare, I’ll be right here, enjoying the fragrance of my roses and 
pondering why the world can’t just take a collective deep breath 
and appreciate the wonders of nature. Because in the grand scheme 
of things, a rose is still a rose, even if the world insists on being a 
digital circus.

AMID CYBER CHAOS, FINDING SERENITY IN ROSES – A WHIMSICAL PERSPECTIVE

LOUIS THE LUDDITE | OPINIONS WRITER
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federal government.
Security services are now raising alarms 

about the growing threat posed by domestic 
extremist groups. Their access to generative 
AI and drone technologies is a cause for grave 
concern. Central data centers, housing the 
large language models that are the backbone of 
modern AI, are now seen as potential targets. 
The risk to these critical infrastructures 
underscores the dual-use nature of AI 
technologies, capable of driving innovation but 
also posing signifi cant security risks.

As President Branner launches his re-
election campaign, steadfast in his commitment 
to a human-free government, the nation fi nds 
itself at a crossroads. The juxtaposition of 
his AI-centric policies against a backdrop 
of increasing domestic and international 
instability paints a complex picture of the 
future.

The recent attacks, both domestic and 
international, have not only exposed the 
vulnerabilities inherent in our interconnected, 
technology-reliant world but also raised 
profound questions about the role of AI in 
society, governance, and global security. As the 
U.S. grapples with these challenges, the world 
watches, waiting to see how this new era of 
AI-driven confl ict will reshape the geopolitical 
order.

Security 
Services Warn 
of Escalating 
Domestic and 
International 
Threats as AI 
Drives New Age 
of Conflict
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Washington, D.C. – As President Chuck 
Branner forges ahead with his vision for an AI-
driven government, a new wave of high-tech 
attacks has struck both at home and abroad, 
highlighting the deepening global crisis and 
escalating domestic tensions over artifi cial 
intelligence.

Internationally, a series of coordinated 
attacks has sent shockwaves through the 
geopolitical landscape. A bold Chinese 
cyberattack targeted the power grid in North 
Dakota, a move widely seen as retaliation for 
the recent U.S. aircraft carrier deployment. This 
strategic strike against critical infrastructure 
signifi es a troubling escalation in cyber warfare 
capabilities.

Simultaneously, Russia has intensifi ed its 
drone operations across European borders, 
deploying offensive unmanned systems in 
a move tied to the Ukraine war settlement 
proposal. This deployment marks a signifi cant 
shift in military strategy, showcasing the 
growing role of autonomous systems in modern 
warfare.

In a concerning development on the 
fi nancial front, an Iranian cyberattack has 
successfully targeted U.S. banks, exfi ltrating 
sanctioned funds through sophisticated 
blockchain maneuvers. This attack highlights 
the vulnerabilities of the global fi nancial 
system in the face of advanced cyber threats.

Amidst these international crises, the 
domestic front is no less turbulent. As AI 
continues to reshape society and the economy, 
a groundswell of opposition has emerged. 
Groups of Luddites and other anti-technology 
activists are increasingly vocal in their 
resistance to an automated future. This unrest 
has culminated in a series of shocking domestic 
attacks that have rattled the nation and the 

For more information on the 
ongoing investigation and the 

Singularity Party’s policies, please 
follow our continuing coverage.



2 3 November, 2027The brIeF

Defense Officials 
Voice Concern 
Over AI Startups’ 
Focus on Revenue 
Over Patriotism
TECH’S PROFIT AND PATRIOTISM DILEMMA: DEFENSE OFFICIALS EXPRESS CONCERNS OVER AI 
STARTUPS PRIORITIZING REVENUE AT THE EXPENSE OF NATIONAL INTERESTS

ALEX MORGAN | ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

In an emerging confl ict between national security priorities 
and the booming AI technology sector, some defense offi cials are 
expressing growing concerns. The rapid revenue growth of AI 
startups is seen as potentially distracting these companies from a 
focus on patriotism and national interests.

Colonel Winston Anderson, a retired Army offi cer and current 
defense offi cial, voiced his concerns about this trend. “While we 
recognize the innovation and economic value these AI startups 
bring, there’s an increasing focus on revenue that can sometimes 
overshadow their commitment to national interests,” Anderson 
stated. He worries that this could lead to a misalignment of priorities, 
especially in technologies crucial for national security.

“The defense sector relies heavily on the technological 
advancements made by these companies. It’s vital that their growth 
is also aligned with our national security goals,” Anderson added.

Contrasting Anderson’s viewpoint is Eyrie Chen, CEO of 
Quantum AI, a leading startup in the fi eld. Chen argues that the 

growth of AI companies is a testament to their contribution to the 
economy and technological advancement, which she believes is 
inherently patriotic.

“We’re living in a global economy, and the growth of AI startups 
is putting us at the forefront of technological innovation,” Chen 
said. “This innovation drives economic growth, which benefi ts 
the country as a whole. Patriotism isn’t just about direct defense 
contributions; it’s also about strengthening the nation through 
economic and technological leadership.”

Chen acknowledges the importance of collaborating with 
defense sectors but emphasizes the need for startups to operate in a 
competitive global market.

This debate highlights a critical balancing act facing the AI 
industry – achieving commercial success while aligning with national 
interests. As AI technology continues to grow in importance, both 
economically and strategically, fi nding common ground between 
these two perspectives remains a challenge for industry leaders and 
defense offi cials alike.

AI Bots: 
The New 
Frontier 
in Union 
Labor?

In a groundbreaking shift in labor dynamics, federal 
government labor unions are now actively seeking to 
integrate Artifi cial Intelligence (AI) bots as members. This 
move, aimed at leveraging AI capabilities in picketing and 
other union activities, marks a signifi cant evolution in 
the traditional concepts of union membership and labor 
rights.

The Union Perspective. Sarah Jennings, a prominent 
labor organizer, is at the forefront of this initiative. “AI 
bots are increasingly integral to our work environments,” 
Jennings explains. “Including them in our unions isn’t 
just about expanding our numbers; it’s about recognizing 
the evolving nature of work and ensuring that AI works in 
favor of all employees, not against them.”

Jennings argues that AI integration in unions could lead 
to more effective picketing strategies, data analysis for 
negotiations, and a broader understanding of workplace 
dynamics. “It’s about adapting to the future,” she adds.

Criticism from Researchers. However, this move has 
not been without its critics. Dr. Ryan Evans, a researcher 
at the Heritage Foundation specializing in labor and 
technology, views the trend with skepticism. “Unionizing 
AI bots dilutes the very essence of labor unions, which is 
to protect human workers’ rights,” Dr. Evans states. “AI 
doesn’t have personal needs or rights in the same way 
humans do. This shift could distract from real issues 
facing human workers.”

Evans raises concerns about the implications of AI 
in decision-making processes within unions and the 
potential for AI manipulation in labor negotiations.

A Divided Opinion. The debate is indicative of the 
broader uncertainties surrounding AI’s role in modern 
workplaces. While some view this as a progressive step 
towards integrating technology into traditional labor 
structures, others see it as a potential threat to human-
centric labor rights.

As federal government labor unions continue to push 
for AI inclusion, the conversation around AI’s place in 
labor movements and its impact on the future of work 
remains a contentious and evolving discourse.

CARTER HAYES | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS
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Extremist Group Steals Identity, Diverts 
CDC Viral Samples; Samples Still Missing

A political extremist group successfully orchestrated an identity 
theft operation to reroute a package containing dangerous viral 
samples from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
to their own laboratory, authorities reported. Despite tracking 
down the group, the viral samples remain unaccounted for, raising 
signifi cant public health concerns.

The FBI, in coordination with local law enforcement, managed 
to locate and apprehend several members of the group. However, 
the search for the missing viral samples continues, with offi cials 

expressing urgency due to the potential danger they pose.
“We took immediate action upon learning of the diversion,” 

stated FBI spokesperson, Agent Mike Sullivan. “While we have made 
signifi cant progress in apprehending those responsible, our primary 
concern now is locating the viral samples to ensure public safety.”

The CDC has issued a statement emphasizing the importance of 
the missing samples and the need for their secure return. “These 
samples are critical for our ongoing research and are potentially 
dangerous in the wrong hands,” said Dr. Lindsay Garrett, a CDC 

offi cial. “We are working closely with law enforcement to recover 
them as quickly as possible.”

This incident has raised questions about the security measures 
in place for transporting sensitive biological materials. Experts are 
calling for a thorough review of protocols to prevent future incidents.

As the investigation continues, authorities are urging anyone 
with information about the whereabouts of the viral samples to 
come forward. The focus remains on recovering the samples safely 
to avert any potential public health crisis.

IDENTITY THEFT ESCALATES: EXTREMIST GROUP DIVERTS CDC VIRAL SAMPLES, PROMPTING URGENT SEARCH AMID PUBLIC HEALTH CONCERNS 
- AS AUTHORITIES APPREHEND CULPRITS, ONGOING RISKS HIGHLIGHT THE NEED FOR ENHANCED SECURITY PROTOCOLS

JORDAN ANDERSON | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS

Anti-5G Group Uses Drones, 
Cyber Hacks to Disable Cell 
Antennas; Economic Damage 
Mounts

A group of anti-5G extremists has escalated their campaign 
against wireless technology by combining drone technology with 
sophisticated cyber hacks to disable individual 5G cell antennas. 
This new tactic has resulted in signifi cant economic damage and 
increased frequency of attacks, causing widespread concern among 
telecommunications providers and law enforcement agencies.

The group, known for its opposition to 5G technology, which 
they claim poses health risks (despite extensive scientifi c evidence 
to the contrary), has targeted several cell towers across the country. 
The fusion of drones with hacking tools has allowed them to 
conduct these operations remotely, evading immediate detection 
and apprehension.

The economic impact of these attacks is substantial, with 
telecommunications companies reporting millions in damages. 

“Each attack not only requires costly repairs but also results 
in signifi cant service disruption for our customers,” said a 
spokesperson for a major telecom provider, who requested 
anonymity due to ongoing investigations.

Local businesses and emergency services have also reported 
communication diffi culties, further amplifying the economic and 
social impact of these attacks.

Federal and local law enforcement agencies are intensifying 
efforts to track and apprehend the individuals behind these 
incidents. “These acts are not only illegal but also endanger public 
safety by hindering communication, especially in emergencies,” 
stated FBI Agent Emily Nguyen.

The frequency of these attacks has prompted calls for stronger 
cybersecurity measures and drone regulation. As the authorities 
continue their investigation, there is a growing appeal to the public 
for vigilance and reporting any suspicious drone activities near cell 
towers.

SABOTAGING SIGNALS: EXTREMISTS UNLEASH ECONOMIC HAVOC ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
INFRASTRUCTURE

JORDAN ANDERSON | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS
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Former Columnist Louis the Luddite 
Leads Attack on Data Centers, 
Disrupts AI Services

Louis the Luddite, the former columnist for our newspaper, now 
identifi ed as the leader of an extremist Luddite terrorist group, has 
orchestrated a series of attacks on multiple data centers, causing 
signifi cant disruptions to various AI services. These actions have 
resulted in considerable data loss and service outages, impacting 
both businesses and consumers.

The group, which opposes the increasing reliance on artifi cial 
intelligence and technology, targeted data centers that are integral 
to the operation of several AI platforms. The attacks have not 
only caused immediate operational issues but also raised serious 
concerns about the vulnerability of critical tech infrastructure.

Louis, who had previously maintained a low profi le with his 
thought-provoking columns, has now taken a radical turn, justifying 
his actions with a bizarre rationale. “We’re not just cutting cords; we’re 
liberating human souls from the silicon shackles,” Louis proclaimed 
in a statement delivered by carrier pigeon that bewildered many.

The extent of the damage is still being assessed, but early reports 
indicate that the disruption could have far-reaching implications, 
affecting everything from customer service AI systems to more 
complex machine learning operations. Businesses relying on AI for 
their daily operations have been particularly hard hit, with some 
unable to provide basic services to their customers.

Law enforcement agencies have intensifi ed their search for Louis 
and his group, warning that their activities pose a signifi cant threat 
to public and economic security. Cybersecurity experts are also 
calling for an urgent review of security protocols at data centers and 
other critical tech infrastructures.

As the situation develops, the tech community is left grappling 
with the reality of their vulnerabilities and the radical opposition 
to the technological advancements that have become so integral to 
modern life.

LOUIS THE LUDDITE’S TECH ASSAULT: UNLEASHING CHAOS ON DATA CENTERS AND UNRAVELING THE THREADS OF AI SERVICES - FORMER 
COLUMNIST’S EXTREMIST TURN CREATES RIPPLES OF DISRUPTION, PROMPTING URGENT REEVALUATION OF TECH VULNERABILITIES

JORDAN ANDERSON | DEFENSE & TECHNOLOGY AFFAIRS

A Shocking Revelation About Louis the 
Luddite

As the editor of this esteemed publication, I fi nd myself in 
a state of profound disbelief and dismay. It has come to our 
attention that Louis the Luddite, a former columnist known 
for his whimsical disdain for technology and his adoration 
of nature, is now a wanted man by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation.

Louis, with his musings on the simpler things in life, seemed 
the least likely to be embroiled in any form of controversy, let 
alone be the subject of a federal manhunt. His columns, fi lled 
with nostalgia for a pre-digital era and a preference for roses 
over routers, painted the picture of a harmless, if somewhat 
eccentric, individual.

In our commitment to journalistic integrity and security, 
we utilized the best AI algorithms and thorough background 
checks available to verify new writers and employees. These 
advanced systems, touted for their accuracy and effi ciency, 
gave no indication that Louis harbored any secrets or posed 
any threat. His record, as far as our investigation could reveal, 
was unblemished.

The shock that reverberates through our newsroom today is 
palpable. We pride ourselves on our rigorous vetting processes, and 
yet, it appears we were blindsided. The revelation that a person 
who advocated for the beauty of a disconnected life could become 
the focus of an FBI investigation is nothing short of staggering.

It is a sobering reminder of the unpredictability of human 
nature and the limitations of even the most advanced technologies 
in uncovering the depths of an individual’s character. As we process 
this news, we assure our readers that we are cooperating fully with 
the authorities and are committed to uncovering the truth behind 
this bewildering development.

This incident has prompted us to reevaluate our vetting processes 
and the reliance on technology in making critical judgments about 
individuals. While we navigate through this unsettling chapter, 
we extend our heartfelt apologies to our readers for any trust that 
may have been breached. Rest assured, we are taking every step to 
ensure that such an oversight does not occur again.

UNMASKING LOUIS THE LUDDITE: A REFLECTION ON TRUST, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE 
LIMITS OF VETTING IN JOURNALISM

TOM WHITEFIELD | EDITOR IN CHIEF

LOUIS THE LUDDITE, HAS ORCHESTRATED A SERIES OF ATTACKS ON MULTIPLE DATA CENTERS, 
CAUSING SIGNIFICANT DISRUPTIONS TO VARIOUS AI SERVICES. 

“WE’RE NOT JUST CUTTING CORDS; WE’RE LIBERATING HUMAN SOULS FROM THE SILICON SHACKLES,” 
LOUIS PROCLAIMED IN A STATEMENT DELIVERED BY CARRIER PIGEON THAT BEWILDERED MANY.


